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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kelly Cunningham on May 13, 2005. 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
. • In claim 33, line 5, after the phrase "thighs wherein said" please insert the 
word — thigh— 

• In claim 33, line 9 after the phrase "muscles for exercise thereof please 
insert the phrase -wherein said semi-rigid means are pivotally coupled to 
said thigh engaging means- 

• In claim 37, line 1 1 , please delete the word "attached" and substitute the 
phrase -pivotally coupled- therefore. 

The following amendments were made to place application in condition for allowance. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 19, 23-24, 33, 37-41 allowed. The following is an examiner's statement 
of reasons for allowance: Diamond, Jr. et al. (U.S. 6,231,487) 
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teach an upper grasping portion, but fails to 



teach the upper grasping portion sized and shaped to be engaged by the user's chest. 
Diamond also teaches thigh engagement member and an elongated flexible member, 
but fails to teach the elongated member to be flat, and in fact teaches away from the 
flexible member being flat (Diamond requires a strong bend in order to perform 
hamstring exercise). 



including an upper grasping member, and a lower grasping member, and a flat 
elongated flexible member connected therebetween. Weingardt fails to teach the upper 
grasping portion sized and shaped to be engaged by a user's chest and also be held by 
a user's hands, wherein the grasping portion and thigh engaging portion have ends 



3. 



Weingardt (U.S. 4,428,577) 




✓ teaches a device 
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extending in opposite directions. Furthermore, Weingardt fails to teach the lower 
grasping portion sized and shaped to rest on a user's thighs. 



4. Marshall (U.S. 610,716) 
teaches a device including an upper and lower grasping portion and a flexible member 
therebetween. Marshall fails to teach grasping means and thigh engaging means 
having ends extending in opposite directions. Marshall also fails to teach the thigh 
engaging portion pivotally connected to the flexible member. 




5. Abdo (U.S. 6,022,203) \. teaches an upper 

grasping member, and a lower engaging member, and a flexible member therebetween. 
Abdo fails to teach the lower member pivotally connected to the flexible member, and 
further fails to teach the upper and lower members having ends extending in opposite 
directions. Furthermore, Abdo fails to teach a flat flexible member. 
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including an upper grasping member having ends 
extending in opposite directions, wherein the upper grasping member is sized and 
shaped to engaged a user's chest, a lower thigh engagement member pivotally 
connected to a flat flexible member, wherein the flexible member can flex during 
abdominal exercise. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fenn C Mathew whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4978. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:30pm. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

fern 



May 13, 2005 
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